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GREEK ART HISTORY AND CULTURE PROGRAM  
Children of ALL backgrounds exploring Greek culture in fun and creative ways… 
 

A Greek Island Seascape 

 
Georgia Zangalis Age 6 

 
GACL KIDS explored 'dot painting', a technique used by our First Nations 
People for thousands of years. In the 1800's, French Impressionist artist 
Georges Seurat also used dots to add colour to his famous works and 
called it 'Pointillism'.  The students painted a Greek Island Seascape 
using hundreds of tiny dots to represent the 6000 islands and islets that 
belong to Greece, although not more than 300 of them are actually 
inhabited!  We included a brilliant sunset as Greece is in fact, one of the 
sunniest places in the world and also painted a tiny island village 
overlooking the famous Greek blue sea, and of course added rows of 
'ambelia'.  We discussed why houses are painted white too keep them 
cool in the hot summer and why most doors and windows are blue. 
Some say it's to be patriotic as these are the colours of the Greek flag.  
Others believe it's to ward off bad luck, the same way a blue and white 
'mati' does.  
 

 

Famous Horses of Ancient Greece 

 
Zoe Hatzis Age 10 

 

 
Children were instructed to make a 3D model of a horse whilst learning 
about three of the most famous horses from ancient history, 
Bucephalus, The Trojan Horse and Pegasus. They created their model 
from a template which was emailed prior, selected the horse that 
appealed to them most, then painted and decorated accordingly with  
'embellishments' found at home such as toothpicks and match sticks 
for the Trojan Horse, white feathers for the white winged horse 
Pegasus and buttons and beads for Bucephalus, the mighty warhorse 
who conquered the world with his master, Alexander the Great. 
Whilst busy creating, children were told the story of each horse, learnt 
interesting facts and the origins of each horse's name. 
'bous' means 'ox' and 'kephalos' is 'head' = 'OxHead' or 'Bucephalus' 
'Pegi' means water spring = 'Pegasus'… so the myth goes, wherever 
Pegasus landed and struck the earth with his hoove, a beautiful spring 
of water was created. Afterall, he was the son of Posideon, the Greek 
God of the Sea! 

 Geometric Era of Ancient Greece 

 
Friends, Coco and Valentina joined the class together 

 
 

 
Designs on ancient Greek vases often told a story. Some stories were 
of daily life while others were of myths, famous wars, gods and 
heroes, funeral scenes, sea battles, dancing or sport.  Over time, 
archaeologists have discovered many pieces of broken pottery which 
they've been able to piece together to learn how people lived in 
ancient Greece. 
GACL KIDS explored the 4 basic geometric shapes- circle, triangle, 
rectangle and square and how they were used to form repeating and 
connecting patterns on ancient Greek vases.  Students drew then cut 
pieces of coloured paper to construct their own geometric design.    
Such patterns were used to decorate horizontal bands around the top 
and bottom of a vase and were also used for decorating temples and 
clothing, some of which are still popular today.  In the middle section 
of the vase, students painted their own story, an activity they did 
during the school holidays.  
. 
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GREEK ART HISTORY AND CULTURE PROGRAM  
Children of ALL backgrounds exploring Greek culture in fun and creative ways… 

Art is a great way to guide children in expressing and reflecting emotion, understand self and social 

awareness, and to respect and connect to their natural world.  All these themes were explored in the three 

activities; 'Loss and Resilience', 'Icarus and his Wings' and 'Flowers in Greek Mythology', presented by GACL 

during the 2022 mid-year school holiday period. 

In 'Loss and Resilience', (in commemoration of the 100 year anniversary of the Asia Minor Catastrophe), 

children were introduced to Expressionism by creating an artwork using colour theory, music and storytelling 

to visually and emotionally communicate feelings of loss, hope and resilience.  Here are some of the 

children's comments and wonderful works exhibited at the GACL's Asia Minor Memorial event on 23rd 

October, 2022. 

 

What would feel like to lose your home and become a refugee? 

Πώς θα ένιωθες να χάσεις το σπίτι σου και να γίνεις πρόσφυγας; 

 
Zoe Hatzis, aged 11 

"Thinking about losing my home and items in the house, maybe even a family member makes me feel as 

though someone has taken away a part of me.  

Becoming a refugee is like being born again, figuring things out how they work in the new environment and 

fitting in to its new standards. It’s hard. And we should all respect the people for who they are and where they 

come from". 

«Σκέφτομαι να χάσω το σπίτι μου και τα αντικείμενα στο σπίτι, ίσως ακόμη και ένα μέλος της 

οικογένειας με κάνει να νιώθω σαν κάποιος να μου έχει αφαιρέσει ένα μέρος του εαυτού μου. Το να 

γίνεσαι πρόσφυγας είναι σαν να γεννιέσαι ξανά, να ανακαλύπτεις πώς λειτουργούν στο νέο 

περιβάλλον και να εναρμονίζεσαι με τα νέα του πρότυπα. Είναι δύσκολο. Και θα πρέπει όλοι να 

σεβόμαστε τους ανθρώπους γι' αυτό που είναι και από πού προέρχονται».   

 

 'Fire in the Ashes' by Zoe Hatzis  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Kalliopi Mikronis, aged 9 

"If I had lost my home, I would feel sad because my family would be scattered around the country. I would not 

get a chance to see them when I wanted or needed to. If I lost my home, I would not have enough money to 

buy food and be able to have clean water. I would not want to be a refugee, because I think it would be scary 

to move to another country, not knowing the language and its customs. I am happy to be living in a country 

where there is no war". 

"Αν έχανα το σπίτι μου, θα ένιωθα λυπημένος γιατί η οικογένειά μου θα ήταν διασκορπισμένη σε όλη 

τη χώρα. Δεν θα είχα την ευκαιρία να τους δω όταν ήθελα ή χρειαζόμουν. Αν έχανα το σπίτι μου, δεν 

θα είχα αρκετά χρήματα να αγοράσω φαγητό και να μπορώ να έχω καθαρό νερό. Δεν θα ήθελα να 

είμαι πρόσφυγας, γιατί νομίζω ότι θα ήταν τρομακτικό να μετακομίσω σε άλλη χώρα, χωρίς να γνωρίζω 

τη γλώσσα και τα έθιμά της. Είμαι χαρούμενος που ζω σε μια χώρα όπου δεν υπάρχει πόλεμος».  

  'War Zone' by Kalliope Mikronis  

 

 
Andriani, aged 5 
"I would feel scared, and sad, and I would want to stay close to my mom, my dad, and my brother. I would 
want to run and get away with my people." 

"Θα ένιωθα φοβισμένη, και λυπημένη, και θα ήθελα να μείνω κοντά στη μαμά μου, τον μπαμπά μου, 
και τον αδερφό μου. Θα ήθελα να τρέξω και να φύγω μακριά με τους δικούς μου." 
 
Fotis, aged 7 
"I would be angry and sad, and I would fight for my home. I would try to drive out the bad guys, and take our 
home back." 

"Θα ήμουν θυμωμένος και λυπημένος, και θα πάλευα για το σπίτι μου. Θα προσπαθούσα να διώξω 
τους κακούς, και να πάρω πίσω το σπίτι μας." 
 
 
Georgia Zangalis 
1. Homeless/ αστεγος 

2. Starved/ πεινασμένος 

3. Lost/ Χαμένος 

4. Friendless/ Χωρίς φίλους 

5. No cars/ Χωρίς μεταφορά 

6. Sad, angry, scared/ Λυπημένος, θυμωμένος, φοβισμένος 

7. New start/ Νέο ξεκίνημα 



 

 'War Time' by Georgia Zangalis 

 
Aris Zangalis 
Very sad, I would cry.   

Homeless, scary, dark stormy nights. 

Πολύ λυπηρό, θα έκλαιγα.  

Άστεγοι, τρομακτικές, σκοτεινές θυελλώδεις νύχτες. 

 


