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GREEK ART HISTORY AND CULTURE PROGRAM
Children of ALL backgrounds exploring Greek culture in fun and creative ways...

A Greek Island Seascape

Georgia Zangalis Age 6

GACL KIDS explored 'dot painting', a technique used by our First Nations
People for thousands of years. In the 1800's, French Impressionist artist
Georges Seurat also used dots to add colour to his famous works and
called it 'Pointillism'. The students painted a Greek Island Seascape
using hundreds of tiny dots to represent the 6000 islands and islets that
belong to Greece, although not more than 300 of them are actually
inhabited! We included a brilliant sunset as Greece is in fact, one of the
sunniest places in the world and also painted a tiny island village
overlooking the famous Greek blue sea, and of course added rows of
'ambelia’. We discussed why houses are painted white too keep them
cool in the hot summer and why most doors and windows are blue.
Some say it's to be patriotic as these are the colours of the Greek flag.
Others believe it's to ward off bad luck, the same way a blue and white
'mati' does.

Famous Horses of Ancient Greece

Zoe Hatzis Age 10

Children were instructed to make a 3D model of a horse whilst learning
about three of the most famous horses from ancient history,
Bucephalus, The Trojan Horse and Pegasus. They created their model
from a template which was emailed prior, selected the horse that
appealed to them most, then painted and decorated accordingly with
'embellishments' found at home such as toothpicks and match sticks
for the Trojan Horse, white feathers for the white winged horse
Pegasus and buttons and beads for Bucephalus, the mighty warhorse
who conquered the world with his master, Alexander the Great.

Whilst busy creating, children were told the story of each horse, learnt
interesting facts and the origins of each horse's name.

'bous' means 'ox' and 'kephalos' is 'head' = 'OxHead' or 'Bucephalus'
'Pegi' means water spring = 'Pegasus'... so the myth goes, wherever
Pegasus landed and struck the earth with his hoove, a beautiful spring
of water was created. Afterall, he was the son of Posideon, the Greek
God of the Seal!

Geometric Era of Ancient Greece

Friends, Coco and Valentina joined the class together

Designs on ancient Greek vases often told a story. Some stories were
of daily life while others were of myths, famous wars, gods and
heroes, funeral scenes, sea battles, dancing or sport. Over time,
archaeologists have discovered many pieces of broken pottery which
they've been able to piece together to learn how people lived in
ancient Greece.

GACL KIDS explored the 4 basic geometric shapes- circle, triangle,
rectangle and square and how they were used to form repeating and
connecting patterns on ancient Greek vases. Students drew then cut
pieces of coloured paper to construct their own geometric design.
Such patterns were used to decorate horizontal bands around the top
and bottom of a vase and were also used for decorating temples and
clothing, some of which are still popular today. In the middle section
of the vase, students painted their own story, an activity they did
during the school holidays.



https://archaeology.mrdonn.org/
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Art is a great way to guide children in expressing and reflecting emotion, understand self and social
awareness, and to respect and connect to their natural world. All these themes were explored in the three
activities; 'Loss and Resilience', 'Icarus and his Wings' and 'Flowers in Greek Mythology', presented by GACL
during the 2022 mid-year school holiday period.

In 'Loss and Resilience’, (in commemoration of the 100 year anniversary of the Asia Minor Catastrophe),
children were introduced to Expressionism by creating an artwork using colour theory, music and storytelling
to visually and emotionally communicate feelings of loss, hope and resilience. Here are some of the
children's comments and wonderful works exhibited at the GACL's Asia Minor Memorial event on 23rd
October, 2022.

What would feel like to lose your home and become a refugee?
Nwg Oa EviwOeC va XAOELG TO OTILTL GOV Kall va Yivelg mpooduyag;

Zoe Hatzis, aged 11

"Thinking about losing my home and items in the house, maybe even a family member makes me feel as
though someone has taken away a part of me.

Becoming a refugee is like being born again, figuring things out how they work in the new environment and
fiting in to its new standards. It s hard. And we sh
come from".

«IKEPTOUOL VA XAOW TO OTITL HOU KOL TO OVTIKE(HEVO OTO OTITL, (OWC aKOun Kot €vo HEAOG TNG
OLKOYEVELAC HE KAVEL VA VIWOW oav KATOLOG VA [ou £XEL adaLPETEL Eva HEPOC TOU €aUTOU pou. To va
yiveoal mpoéoduyag eival coav va yevwléoal €ovd, vo OVAKAAUTTELG TWC AELTOUPYOUV OTO VEO
neptBaAlov kat va evappovileoal pe ta véa tou mpotuna. Eival duokolo. Kat Ba mpémel 6AoL va
oePfopaoTe TOUG aVBPWTOUG L' AUTO TIOU E(valL KAL OO TTOU TIPOEPYOVTOLY.

'Fire in the Ashes' by Zoe Hatzis



Kalliopi Mikronis, aged 9

"If I had lost my home, | would feel sad because my family would be scattered around the country. | would not
get a chance to see them when | wanted or needed to. If | lost my home, | would not have enough money to
buy food and be able to have clean water. | would not want to be a refugee, because | think it would be scary
to move to another country, not knowing the language and its customs. | am happy to be living in a country
where there is no war".

"Av €xava To oTiTL pou, Ba EviwBa AuTtnUEVOC YLATL N OLKOYEVELA HoU Ba ATAV SLOCKOPTILOUEVN OE OAN
™ xwpa. Aev Ba elya TNV eukatpia va toug dw otav nBsAa | xpelaldpouv. Av €xava To OTiTL Hou, Sev
Ba elxa apKeTA Xpripata va oyopdow ¢haynto Kal va Umopw va Exw kabapo vepo. Asv Ba nbela va
elpaL mpdéoduyag, ylati vouilw otL Ba ATov TPOUOKTIKO VA LETAKOUIoW o€ AAAN Xwpa, Xwpis va yvwpilw
™ YAwooa Kot ta €01ud tng. Elpat xapolupuevog ou {w o€ pia Xwpa OTou SV UTIAPXEL TTIOAELOCY.

'War Zone' by Kalliope Mikronis

Andriani, aged 5
"I would feel scared, and sad, and | would want to stay close to my mom, my dad, and my brother. | would
want to run and get away with my people."

"Oa éviwba ¢oflopévn, kot Aumtnpévn, kat Ba BeAa va peivw Kovta otn Lapd HoU, TOV UITAUTA HoU,
Kol Tov adepdo pou. Oa nBela va tp£fw Kal va puyw poKpLA Pe Toug SIKoUG pou."

Fotis, aged 7
"l would be angry and sad, and | would fight for my home. | would try to drive out the bad guys, and take our
home back."

"Oa Auouv Bupwpévog Kot AUTtNUEVOG, Kal Ba mAAsua yla To omitt pou. Oa mpoonaboloa va Stwéw
TOUC KaKOUG, Kal v TIApw Ttlow TOo oTtitL pog."

Georgia Zangalis

Homel ess/ oa0t1egeyoc(

Starved/ mervaopdévoc

.Lost/ Xapévoc

.Friendless/ Xwpi ¢ @i Aovc¢

.Nocarss/ Xwpi ¢ peTa@opad

.Sad, angry,scared/ Avmnpévog, OLPWPEVOCGC, QORI CUEVOC
New start/ Néo &Eekivnpa
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‘War Time' by Georgia Zangalis

Aris Zangalis
Very sad, | would cry.

Homeless, scary, dark stormy nights.
MoAO Auvumnpo, BHBa €KAol ya.
AcTeEyol, TPOMAKTI KEC, OKOTEIVEGC OBueAdAwdel ¢ vVOXTEC.



